March and April 2022.
March:

W E E K LY A C T I V I T I E S

Fri 4th 2.00pm World Day of Prayer; All
Saints, The Avenue Hampton.

INCLUDE:

Sat 5th. 3.00 Nigel Tunley Memorial Event
Kingston URC. Concert, tea and dance.

Sunday worship 10.30am.

Sun 6th 10.30 am Worship David Howell
Sun 13th 10.30am Worship, the minister
Rev Stephen Lewis, Holy communion
Sun 20th 10.30am. Worship, John Latham
Sun 27th 10.30 am Worship Rev Antony Ball
Thurs 31st. 7.45 pm Spring Concert
Hampton Hill Community Choir
April:
Sun 3rd 10.30am. Worship Paul Murphy
Sun 10th 10.30am Chloe & Martin
Summerfield’s daughter Rosie’s christening.
Thurs 14th.7.30 Maundy Thursday Prayers
Fri 15th. 10.30. Good Friday service
Sun 17th 10.30am. Easter Day worship
Roy Wharton, King’s church Staines.
Sun 24th 10.30am, Worship, The Minister
Rev Stephen Lewis, Holy. Communion.
Weekly events, open to everyone:

March and April 2022

Informal time for praise and prayer;
you are always welcome. Just come and see.
Place to Play
every Tuesday in term time
from 09.00 - 11.00
for carers, parents and toddlers.
All welcome. Donation £3.00 a family.
Volunteer helpers welcome.
Bereavement Café,
Tea ’n chat, games, Scrabble tables:
every Tuesday afternoon
1.30 to 3.30. All welcome.
Community Choir:
Come and sing for fun.
Thursdays in term time
from 7.30 - 9.30pm.
New members really welcome.
Coffee and Company
Saturday from 10.30 - 12.00
Open House; a chance to meet and chat.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Newsletter
and calendar
Happy Easter.

including to hire facilities
PLEASE CONTACT

Tuesday: Place to play, Bereavement Cafe

HAMPTON HILL URC

Thursday: 7.30 pm Community Choir

info@hamptonhillurc.org.uk

Saturday 10.30 - 12.00. Coffee & Company.

HAMPTON HILL UNITED
REFORMED CHURCH

You are always welcome to
all our activities.
info@hamptonhillurc.org.uk

Dear Friends, Psychologists
have suggested there are
nineteen types of smile but
only six are for happiness.
Smiles can
denote many emotions; delight, embarrassment, anger,
nervousness, or sadness.
The months of March and April take us through the
most important part of the Christian calendar, leading
us to Easter Day, the day of new life, the resurrection of
Jesus. In the northern countries, this is conveniently
echoed in nature, as Spring follows Winter, we see new
life around us, fresh leaves unfurling, buds and flowers,
frogspawn, young animals and fledgling birds.
But traditionally, people have prepared for Easter as
they observed the forty days of Lent, days of prayer
thoughtfulness, self-examination. Today some decide it
is more constructive to take up a good habit, rather than
give up something for Lent.
Lent leads us into Holy Week, where the dramatic story
of Jesus tells of betrayal, fear, and crucifixion. The
disciples of Jesus are distraught, then numb, when they
see their friend killed on a Roman cross. It took them a
long time to process and to believe that Jesus was
raised, different but recognisable as the one who bore
the marks of nails. What is the point of all this, the story
of God coming to us in a baby, walking the dusty roads
of Palestine as a man, teaching, healing, welcoming the
outsider, yet suffering the death of a criminal? Well just
that, that God is with us – even in the hurt and pain and
grief, but also in the joy and vitality of being alive. God
suffers with us and for us, to raise us up through Jesus.
It would be false to smile a huge happy grin all the time.
That is not what human experience is. We can use all
those nineteen smiles, and trust that God understands,
and smiles or weeps, with us. Peace and blessing.
Stephen

2022 - making something new.
As we learn to live with a new infection we have a chance to re-make the way we organise our lives. What
will you keep from the ‘lockdown days’? Clearly what was thought impossible is now a matter of
considered choice - to commute or to work from home, or a mixture? Many neighbours have needed to
‘shield’ against infection. We know now how to protect others with jabs, masks, tests and using space
respectfully. Let’s celebrate one another; act kindly, protect from loneliness or feelings of being left out.
The church is open, a safe place where everyone is welcome. Popular activities are proving successful Place to Play on Tuesday mornings and the newly established Coffee and Company on a Saturday from
10.30 are examples. In partnership with Richmond U3A - University of the Third Age - local people can
enjoy sharing their stamp collections or playing table tennis.
To enrich life on the Hampton Hill High Street we would like to be open even more. To make this happen
you are invited to volunteer an hour or two to see how these super facilities can encourage, enable and
enrich us all, of whatever persuasion. The pandemic has shown we are all vulnerable and depend on each
other. In re-making a ‘new normal’ church members would like to join with you to ensure no one need be
on their own. Do come and meet neighbours or get in contact on info@hamptonhillurc.org.uk
What is the United Reformed Church (URC)? Why is there a
chapel with such an amazing window on our High Street? This
branch of the Christian church in the UK was formed when three
denominations ‘united’ in 1972. There are about 2000 URC
churches in the UK. Our chapel on the High Street was an
independent Congregational church established in 1820, to
help families and children locally not least with early years
education. We are delighted to work with Ivytree Nursery - an
Ofsted rated ‘Outstanding’ centre - maintaining the very reason
our church was initially opened; ‘Let the children come to me’
In 1972 Congregational churches with Presbyterians and the Churches of Christ together formed the URC
as a hoped for, first step, to ever closer unity. The URC doors are not to be closed. This church offers
worship, friendship and care to anyone who wishes; particularly to anyone who might need a hand, help or
encouragement.
Jesus helped people just as he found them. He healed poorly people, fed hungry crowds, listened to
frightened or lonely individuals. He never judges or excludes anyone. He used what he had or what he was
given to benefit others. This is the person the people in the Church on the High Street try to follow. Do
you know someone who would welcome a friend? Please let us know. Would you like to help make a new
community post-Covid? Please call in or contact us info@hamptonhillurc.org.uk
This is the denomination’s Jubilee Year, You are warmly invited to celebrate with us in serving our
neighbours. Why not say ‘Hi’ or give a smile to a passerby? Why not invite someone to meet you at the
Church on the High Street for tea and cake, coffee and a chat? Just make use of your Place to Go!
You are always welcome.

